Regulation on Scholarship competition

of Shakhmardan Yessenov Science and Education Foundation 

1. General provisions
1.1. The Scholarship competition (hereinafter – the Competition) of Shakhmardan Yessenov Science and Education Foundation (hereinafter – the Foundation) is designed to promote academic, scientific, and social activity of Geology students, and eternalize the memory of Shakhmardan Yessenov, a prominent geology scholar, outstanding statesman and community leader, member of the National Academy of Sciences, doctor of geological and mineralogical sciences, professor, who received the Lenin Award, the State Award of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and the Chokan Valikhanov Award.
1.2. The Competition objective is advancement of geology in the Republic of Kazakhstan through support to best talent among undergraduates and masters course students of the leading Kazakhstan universities and development of their competencies sought after by present-day society.

1.3. In this Regulation “scholarship” means a monetary grant in the amount of 300,000 (three hundred thousand) tenge paid to each scholarship holder for twelve (12) months from May through April of the following year. The scholarship can be assigned to 2nd and 3rd year undergraduates and 1st year masters students majoring in disciplines listed in 2.1. A total of twenty five (25) scholarship holders are annually selected from amongst the competitors.
1.4. The winners are selected in an open competition. The Competition is held annually, during the second semester of an academic year. Full-time students whose education is financed by the government or otherwise are eligible for the Competition. Scholarships are assigned based on the Competition results. A maximum of twenty five (25) scholarships are assigned on a yearly basis.

1.5. The Program provides for a mandatory quota of two (2) KazNTU students. For historical reasons 2 best students of this university, where S. Yessenov taught and had a study, have always had a chance to win the scholarship.

2. Requirements to applicants for S. Yessenov Scholarship

2.1. Students majoring in geology, IT, medical, technical and engineering specialties at Kazakhstan universities can apply for the Scholarship.
2.2. Applicants have to have only “good” and “excellent” marks evidenced by the transcript.

2.3.  Applicant has to state and document his/her valuable contribution to scientific and social activity of his/her university.

2.4. A student who is a relative (as defined below) to management (Principal, Deputy Principal, member of the Academic Council, Director of Institute, Dean, Head of Department) of the university where he/she studies has to specify his/her relations in the application form.

2.5. Scholarship assignment does not deprive a student of the right to receive any state scholarship, including enhanced one.

2.6. The Competition is held on a yearly basis. A student that has once been a scholarship holder can take part in the competition again on a non-preferential basis.    

3. Scholarship assignment procedure
3.1. S. Yessenov Scholarship is assigned to twenty five (25) students from amongst the best undergraduate (years 2 and 3) and masters course (year 1) students majoring in disciplines listed in Section 2.1 and meeting the following requirements:

a) “good” and “excellent” marks in the current academic year;

b) valuable contribution to students’ scientific and technical conferences;

c) valuable contribution to the institute’s or University’s social life.

3.2. An expert committee is established to hold the competition. It selects scholarship holders based on the results of 2 Competition rounds.

3.3. S. Yessenov Scholarship holders are selected by the Expert Committee following the results of two rounds described below. Decision of the Expert Committee is approved by the Foundation order in the form of an officially certified list of S. Yessenov Scholarship holders.
3.4. Scholarship is assigned once a year and paid for 12 months from May of the current year through April of the following year.
3.5. In order to take part in the Competition for S. Yessenov Scholarship, candidates have to submit the following documents:

· Filled out application form (available on the Foundation website);
· Reference by the academic advisor (head of the undergraduate/master’s program, head of department);
· Motivation letter on the topic “What have I done and planning to do for the science of Kazakhstan?  What are your priorities and why?”;
· Copy of ID;
· Student’s transcript (average score at least 3.0);
· Copy of the Diploma of higher education for masters students (bachelor, specialist).
3.6. Applying for the program student automatically confirms consent for personal data processing. 
3.7. The Scholarship is personal and can’t be transferred by one student to another.

3.8. Candidates have to submit their documents in the period from January 21 through February 24, 2019. The call for applications is posted on the Foundation website yessenovfoundation.org and in social media. 
3.9. Submission of documents means that the candidate shares the Program objectives and confirms his/her acceptance of all the conditions of the competition described herein and readiness to comply.

3.10. All applications have to be sent to the Foundation email address info@yessenovfoundation.org.
3.11. The applications are registered by a Foundation employee, and a personal registration number is assigned to each candidate. Upon verification of completeness and conformity of a candidate’s application with the formal criteria a decision is made whether such candidate is accepted or rejected. Decision of acceptance/rejection is informed to a candidate only to email address specified in his/her application form. Russian is the Program working language.

4. Competition stages

4.1. The Scholarship competition is held in two (2) rounds. The best students are selected upon completion of each round.

4.2. The first round is held in the period from February 25 through March 10, 2019.

All applications received on time are verified and evaluated by independent experts based on the following criteria:

· high intellectual capacity (including comprehensive knowledge of the specified area of expertise, novelty of approaches, good academic results);

· availability of scientific papers on major-related topics;

· knowledge of English, Russian and Kazakh;

· contribution to campus life;

· volunteer experience;

· etc.

The average transcript score has to be at least 3.0.

First round results are informed to candidates by email. The lists of successful candidates are also posted on the Foundation website. A maximum of 50 students are selected following the results of the first Scholarship competition round.

4.3. The second round is held in the period from March 28 through March 31, 2019.

Second round participants are invited to a business game in person. During the business game the following students’ qualities are evaluated from 1 to 5 by independent experts and psychologists:

· Leadership skills;
· Teamwork skills;
· Clear and substantiated target setting;
· Ability to learn and quickly perceive and analyze new information;
· Organizational skills;
· Communication skills;
· Ability to adapt to new environment and find out-of-the-box solutions;
· Patriotism;
· Kazakh and English language proficiency

· Etc.
The business game lasts for one day and is held in Almaty. Twenty five students are selected following the results of the second Scholarship competition round.

4.4. Second round participants benefit from covered expenses on a round trip to in-person round locations (airline or railway ticket), as well as accommodation and subsistence in the round location (one night stay max). The places of accommodation and subsistence are determined by the Foundation. 
4.5. The list of Scholarship competition winners is posted on the Foundation website prior to April 4, 2019.

5. Scholarship allocation and payment procedure

5.1. An agreement is made with the Scholarship holder. 

5.2. Scholarship amount is paid against the agreement made by and between the Shakhmardan Yessenov Science and Education Foundation and the student by wire transfer to the student’s bank account or in cash on the 15th day of the following month at the latest.

5.3. The Scholarship is paid on a monthly basis exclusively to current university students, and the payment stops if a student is on academic leave, etc. 

5.4. The Foundation may provide students with other privileges upon further agreement, including online training, involvement in conferences, business meetings, etc.

5.5. The Foundation reserves the right to refrain from any clarification of grounds and reasons of decisions made with regard to competition results.
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